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I. Introduction 
 

Language is essentially a system of sound symbols, which is "arbitrary", or means" 

typically the sound of a word given no hint of its meaning" (Monaghan et al., 2014:1). 

Language was used by humans to communicate. Apart from being a means of 

communication, language also serves as a tool to express the soul, feelings, ideas, ideas 

and emotions of the human soul. To express the thoughts and feelings, generally the 

language can be divided into two types, they are spoken or written. 

Maftuhah (2018:1) supported that spoken language is form of language that 

expressed directly using the spoken word orally, usually followed by tone and body 

language (Herman, Sibarani and Pardede, 2020). Spoken language can be found in the 

speech and conversation, while the written language is a form of language that uses the 

written text as a basic element. Written language can be found in the novel, newspaper, 

poem, magazine, song, etc. These two function are essentially an explanation of the 

speaker’s knowledge of the meaning in a language.  

Semantics was concerned with the study of how language organizes and expresses 

meaning as communicated by the speaker (or writer) and interpreted by the listener (or 

reader). As stated by Yule (2010:112) that semantics is related to the aspects of meaning in 

a language. In other words, meaning in semantics plays an important role in every speech 

act process, because without meaning, all utterance of a language is useless of the meaning 

(Thao and Herman, 2021). 

As maintained by Saeed (2009:15), there are two types of meaning. They are literal 

meaning and non-literal meaning are traditionally called Figurative. Literal meaning is an 

original meaning of word, phrase, and sentences. Meanwhile figurative meaning is a 

departure from the ordinary form of expression in order to produce a greater effect or 

meaning. And in this research, the researcher focus discussed of figurative meaning based  
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on the title of the research. Some authors used figurative language to produce images in 

readers minds and to express ideas in fresh, vivid, and imaginative ways. There are many 

types of figurative language such as: personification, simile, metaphor, hyperbola, irony, 

litotes, metanonym, and oxymoron. And one of its forms to correlation between semantic 

and figurative language; in this case, metaphor related to use of words, phrases, or 

sentences abstractly, not literally. In literary works, metaphors play an important role in 

communicated complex material and conveyed it more effectively to readers. 

As far as we know, most existing research on metaphors only focused on literary 

works poetry, it is because metaphors are often identified with poetry. Metaphors are not 

only found in literary works such as poetry, short stories or novels, but in everyday human 

ideas metaphorical expressions are often used, for example in humor or comedy, even in 

song lyrics people often sing them. Song is one example of literature. Song as a piece of 

music with words that is sung has a function to express the thoughts and feelings. Song has 

two elements, such as lyric and music. Sinaga et al (2020:451) defined song lyric is 

essentially a language in its formulation which is not separated from the rules of music 

such as the rhythm, melody and harmony of the song (Thao and Herman, 2020). Most of 

the times, they carry the message (whatever that might be) with the purpose of motivating 

the listeners. 

In this research, the researcher analyzed the types of metaphors that found out in 

Batak Toba’s song lyrics (mother love’s theme). Many of the Batak Toba songs have the 

theme of mother’s love, therefore the researcher used the selection that aims to limit the 

amount of data, by considering certain criteria, there are eight songs chosen to be the 

object of research. These eight songs were chosen because they have meaningful and 

emotional lyrics about a mother's love for her child who is full of struggle and sacrifice for 

her child. The researcher interested in analyzing the meaning in a collection of Batak Toba 

song lyrics with the theme of a mother's love, because the lyrics have metaphorical 

meanings. The lyrics of this song consist of many types of metaphorical meanings that will 

be studied. And, the researchers selected eight songs that were already well-known and 

popular of many people. The songs chosen are songs that contain meaning to be learned. 

Based on the phenomenon above, the researcher was interested to conduct a research 

entitle “An Analysis of Metaphor in Batak Toba Song Lyrics (Mother Love’s Theme)”. 

The researcher chosen this title because this research related to linguistics especially in 

semantics about metaphors and to help the reader to know about types of metaphors and 

the dominant type of metaphors in eight Batak Toba’s Song Lyrics (Mother’s Love 

Theme).  

 

II. Review of Literature 
 

2.1 Semantics 

Language in its function as conveyed of the meaning, is closely related to semantic 

studies. Semantics is a branch of linguistics that studies the meaning of a language. The 

meaning referred to here is the meaning of language, either in the form of morphemes, 

words, or sentences.  In correlation to this study, it is important to know the general 

description of semantics. Griffiths (2006:15) as cited Panjaitan et al (2020:10) defined 

semantic is the study of the sentence meaning coded in the overall sentence based on the 

elementary meaning of the sentence units.  Futhermore, Yule (2006) in Maulana (2016:3) 

argued that "Semantics is the study of the meaning of words, phrases and sentences ". 

From this definition we can see that, the meaning under study belongs to the scope of 

linguistics. Beside semantics that focus on the internal meaning of words, phrases, or even 
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sentences, Semantics explains the speaker’s ability in understanding new words or 

sentences without any grammatical processes (Pakpahan et al, 2020) 

According to another linguist, Griffiths (2006) as cited in Maftuhah (2018:14) stated 

that semantic is the study of the 'Toolkit' for meaning: knowledge encoded in the 

vocabulary of the language and its patterns for building more elaborate meaning, up to the 

level of the sentence meaning". It means that semanticis a science of developing a more 

detailed meaning based on the vocabulary structure of a language. Based on the opinion of 

the linguists above, the researcher concluded that semantics a branches of linguistic, which 

is studied, discussed, and explained about the meaning of words and sentences, as well as 

other elements that are symbolic by developed more detailed meanings based on the 

vocabulary structure of the language. 

Sociolinguistics is an interdisciplinary science between sociology and linguistics, 

two fields of empirical science that have very close links, this science is applied in 

communicating with fellow humans. Collaborating in language, whether there are social 

activities or not in social activities (Darwis, 2018). Ridwan (2018) stated that The function 

of official language is usually dealing with certain business in a certain territory such as 

nation‟s court, parliament, and administration and it is not widely spoken in the society. 

However, it is possible that one language serves both functions. 

 

2.2 Meaning  

In our daily life we often heard and also used the word ‘meaning’, (which commonly 

synonymous with the word ‘meaning’) refer to meanings, concepts, ideas, ideas, and 

intentions that are manifested in the form of utterances, symbols or signs. The meaning in 

language utterances actually have same the meaning in the symbol system or other sign 

system because the real language also a symbol system. The only difference between them 

namely the meaning in language is manifested in symbols in the form of language units, 

there are words/lexemes, phrases, sentences, and so on. 

Palmer (1981) as cited Akanya and Omachonu (2019:2) defined meaning as concept 

or ideas which can be transfer from the mind of the speaker to the mind of the bearer by 

embodying them as it were in the forms of language or another. On the report of Carston 

(2012:1) meaning is the concept meant or communicative intended by the speaker. Based 

on the statements, it can be concluded that meaning is a message conveyed by someone 

(source or sender) to another (observer or recipient) through words, sentences, and symbols 

in a context.  

As maintained by Saeed (2009:15), there are two types of meaning. They are literal 

meaning and non-literal meaning as traditionally called Figurative. Literal meaning is an 

original meaning of word, phrase, and sentences. Meanwhile figurative meaning is a 

departure from the ordinary form of expression in order to produce a greater effect or 

meaning.  

 

2.3 Metaphor 

Etymologically, the concept of the word "metaphor" comes from the Greek, which is 

a combination of two words: "meta" which means transfer, and "pherein" which means to 

carry. So, the overall metaphor can be interpreted as a transfer or transfer. Basically, 

metaphor is a word or expression whose meaning is figurative and not literal because 

metaphor serves to explain a concept. Thus, the concept becomes easier to understand. 

In literary works, metaphors play an important role in communicating complex 

material and conveying it more effectively to the reader.It is intended, so that the meaning 

conveyed by the author can be understood by the reader. In addition, metaphors can also 
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help readers to capture accurate writers' insights, both physically and emotionally (Sitorus 

et al 2020: 13).  

Many people found metaphors is difficult, especially in understanding their meaning. 

Danesi (2013:189), stated Metaphor explains how people conceptualize abstraction in 

concrete ways. In other words, metaphor can convert understanding from concrete or 

sensory to abstract or cognitive perception. Metaphor is a kind of figurative language 

which uses connotative meaning through the comparison without using the word ‘like’ or 

‘as’ (Sitorus et al, 2020:13). This statement supported that metaphor related to the 

relationship between one word and another in forming a meaning. Metaphor means 

penetrating, that is, penetrating linguistic meaning. Metaphors are classified as figurative 

language (figure of speech), through the comparison without used the word comparison 

(‘like’ or ‘as’). 

 

2.4 Song 

As we know, song is a part of literature. According to Sitorus and Herman (2019), 

song is a one of the ways to communicate the enables human to cooperate. Song is 

considered to be a system of communication with other people using sounds and song to 

express a feeling, sense, idea, emotions or thought (p. 24). Song also is a combination of 

music and lyrics. 

Dallin (1994) as cited Firdaus (2013:100) stated that, “Lyrics are written as a form of 

interaction between the writer and the listeners. Most of the times, they carry a message 

(whatever that might be) with the purpose of motivating the listeners. Lyrics in songs 

usually contain the author's experiences and ideas which are summarized in a certain 

theme, parsed and conveyed to the listener through language. Song lyrics are an expression 

of the author's feelings, thoughts and ideas which are realized in a special language. The 

special form of language in question is language that tends to be uncommon or commonly 

used in everyday life. Language in song lyrics is synonymous with beautiful and poetic 

language because in addition to express feelings or ideas by the songwriter, song lyrics are 

also intended to provide an entertaining effect. 

Every song writer has his own freedom and way of choosing and arranging words 

according to his mood, imagination and linguistic knowledge. Therefore, the language in 

song lyrics is often as ambiguous as the language in poetry and tends to use figurative 

language. This research analyzed of the lyrics in the Bataknese Songs. 

 

III. Research Methods 
 

The research used qualitative as research design. Qualitative research is not only a 

set of techniques but also requires the efforts of an active researcher (Mason, 2002:113). 

The researcher  applied descriptive qualitative research to find out the types of metaphor in 

the song lyrics of Batak Toba with the theme of mother’s love, the researchers selected 

eight songs that have already well-known and popular of many people. The instrument of 

this research is the song lyrics of eight Batak Toba songs with theme of mother’s love. 

There are Tangiang Ni Dainang (Mother’s Pray) by Trio Elexis, Mauliate Ma Inang 

(Thank You Mother) by Trio Elexis, Dalan Na Rais (The Steep Path) by Trio Simenstar, 

Dainang (Mother) by Siantar Rap Foundation, Sabar Ho Inang (Be Patient, You Mother) 

by Margareth Siagian, Haholongi Inang Mi (Love Your Mother) by Style Voice, Patik 

Palimahon (The Fifth Commandment) by Trio Satahi, and Poda Mi Inang (Mother’s 

Advice) by Jhon Kenedy Nadeak. 
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In this research, researcher took data from Batak Toba song lyrics with the theme of 

mother’s love found from the internet. Most of the Batak Toba’s songs (theme of mother’s 

love) have well-known in the songs contain metaphors meanings that require deep 

understanding of the song's lyrics. The researcher took eight song lyrics from Batak Toba 

songs with theme of mother’s love. There are eight songs to analyzed, namely: (1) 

Tangiang Ni Dainang - Popularized by Viktor Hutabarat. (2) Mauliate Ma Inang - 

Popularized by Trio Elexis. (3) Dalan Na Rais (Dainang) - Popularized by Trio Simenstar. 

(4) Dainang - Popularized by Siantar Rap Foundation. (5) Sabar Ho Inang - Popularized by 

Margareth Siagian. (6) Haholongi Inang Mi - Popularized by Style Voice. (7) Patik 

Palimahon - Popularized by Trio Satahi. (8) Poda Mi Inang - Popularized by Jhon Kenedy 

Nadeak. 

As stated by Creswell (2014:192), the data collection steps include setting the 

boundaries for the studied, and collected information through unstructured or semi 

structured observations, interviews, and documents. After collected and selected, the data 

were analyzed. The data analysis in this research was conducted through follows:(1) 

Analyzing the song lyrics that contain types of metaphors meaning in the eight song 

lyrics.(2) Classifying the types of metaphors meaning in in the eight song lyrics. (3) 

Finding out the collected. (4) Generating tables to show the frequency of each types of 

metaphor in the eight song lyrics. 

 

IV. Results and Discussion 
 

4.1 Research Findings 

The data took from eight Batak Toba’s song lyrics (mother love’s theme) was 

analyzed into three types metaphors, they are: structural metaphors, ontological metaphors, 

and orientational metaphors.  

 

a. Types of Metaphors 

Types of Metaphors in Eight Collection Batak Toba’s Song Lyrics (Mother Love’s 

Theme). There are twenty one metaphors analyzed in this research. The types of 

Metaphors were Structural Metaphors, Ontological Metaphors, and Orientational 

Metaphors.  

 

Table 1. The Percentage of the Types Metaphor Used Batak Toba Song  (Mother Love’s 

Theme) 

No. Types of Metaphor 

Eight Batak Toba’s 

Songs(Theme of Mother’s Love). 

Frequency Percentage(%) 

1. Structural 5 23,80% 

2. Ontological 10 47,61% 

3.  Orientational 6 28,57% 

TOTAL 21 100% 

 

Table 1. showed the result of types metaphor used in Batak Toba’s song lyrics. The 

frequency of types metaphor found in eight Batak Toba’s songs (theme of mother’s love). 

There are Tangiang Ni Dainang (Mother’s Pray) by Trio Elexis, Mauliate Ma Inang 

(Thank You Mother) by Trio Elexis, Dalan Na Rais (The Steep Path) by Trio Simenstar, 

Dainang (Mother) by Siantar Rap Foundation, Sabar Ho Inang (Be Patient, You Mother) 

by Margareth Siagian, Haholongi Inang Mi (Love Your Mother) by Style Voice, Patik 
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Palimahon (The Fifth Commandment) by Trio Satahi, and Poda Mi Inang (Mother’s 

Advice) by Jhon Kenedy Nadeak. They consisted of structural metaphors (23,80%), 

ontological metaphors (47,61%), and orientation metaphors (28,57%). 

 

b. The Most Dominant Type of Metaphors 

Based on the data, the researcher found that the type of ontological metaphor is 

often used in eight Batak Toba's song lyrics (mother's love theme), than the other two types 

of metaphors (structural and orientation). For more detailed finding, the researcher used the 

chart below: 

 

 
Figure 1. The Most Dominant Types of Metaphors 

 

4.2 Discussion 

This part discussed about the result of data analysis of Metaphor by using the theory 

that is proposed by Kovecses (2010). This part stated and clarified the types of metaphors 

and its meaning that used by song lyrics in eight Batak Toba's song lyrics (mother's love 

theme). After analyzing these song lyrics, the researcher found that there were 21 types of 

metaphors that were used in eight Batak Toba's song lyrics (mother's love theme),those 

were 5 structurals, 10 ontologies, and 6 orientations metaphor. Therefore, the researcher 

concluded that the most frequently used was ontological metaphor. 

The first type, structural metaphor is found in Appendix II:{S.1.St.12}, {S.3.St.12}, 

{S.3.St.14}, {S.4.St.15}, and {S.7.St.10}. In those lyrics, the song writer used another 

concept to express a concept.The second type, ontology metaphor is found in Appendix 

II:{S.1.St.1}, {S.2.St.12}, {S.2.St.15}, {S.3.St.4}, {S.3.St.15}, {S.4.St.27}, {S.4.St.28}, 

{S.6.St.19}, {S.8.St.12-13},{S.8.St.17-18}. In those lyrics considers emotion, feeling, 

idea, and others as entities.The last type, orientation metaphor was found in Appendix 

II:{S.1.St.11}, {S.1.St.15}, {S.2.St.5}, {S.4.St.16}, {S.5.St.4}, and {S.7.St.3}. Those 

lyrics were derived from our physical or cultural experiences involved up and down. 

A reason the researcher want to discuss the types of metaphors, including because of 

a problem. The problem in question is the problem found by music listeners in 

understanding the meaning of song lyrics (figurative language), especially the types of 

metaphors, because generally music listeners do not really understand the meaning 

(figurative language) contained in song lyrics, especially in a collection of Batak Toba 

songs (mother's love theme).Metaphor is a process of transferring meaning that is used 

specifically to cause a certain effect, which is based on the similarity of function, form and 

use. Apart from song lyrics, we can also find metaphors in the dialogue in movies and also 

in our daily conversations. To determine the word is a type of metaphor, it is not only 
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according to three types in this research. There are many theories that can be used to 

determine the used of metaphors. 

This research has several differences with previous studies. In research conducted by 

Deru Lukmana, Rusdi Noor Rosa, and Leni Marlina (2019) entitled "An Analysis of 

Metaphor in the Lyrics of Selected Minangkabaunese Songs". This research focused on 

analyzing metaphors in Minangkabau songs.The purpose of this research was to determine 

the different types of metaphors in a collection of Minangkabau songs (theme fail in 

love/romance and song theme rantau) using the theory of Lakoff and Johnson (1980). This 

research uses descriptive qualitative research design. The data were taken from 

Minangkabaunese songs based on failing in love/romance themes and rantau themes. The 

results of this study were 23 data found in the Minangkabau song with failing in 

love/romance themes: structural (34.78%), orientation (39.13%), ontological (26.09%). 

And 25 data were found in the Minangkabaun song with rantau themes: structural (56%), 

orientational(36%), ontological(8%). 

There are several similarities and differences between previous studies and this 

research. First, the similarities of the two studies are both using descriptive qualitative 

research as the research design. While the difference from previous research with this 

research is the object, the object of this research is Batak Toba's song lyrics (mother's love 

theme), while the previous research object was Minangkabaunese song lyrics based on 

failing in love/romance themes and rantau themes. The second difference is that this 

research (Kovecses, 2010) and previous research (Lakoff and Johnson, 1980) used a 

different theory. However, although using a different theory, the theoretical context is the 

same. 

 

V. Conclusion 
 

 Based this research on analysis the meaning of metaphor in the collection of Batak 

Toba song lyrics (mother love's theme), the researcher concluded that the lyrics of Batak 

Toba song can be examined the meaning of metaphor by using Kovecses theory. In this 

theory, three types of metaphors are explained, including structural metaphors, ontological 

metaphors, and orientational metaphors. And in this study, the researcher found that there 

were 21 data from eight songs studied. There are 5 structural metaphors (23.80%),  10 

ontology metaphors (47.61%), and 6 orientation metaphors (28.57%). So that, the most 

dominant type of metaphor is the ontology metaphor because it has the most amount of 

data, which is ten of total data. 

One form of figurative language, that widely known is metaphor. Metaphor is a 

language that used specifically to cause certain effects, through a process of transferring 

meaning based on the same function,and  form. The use of metaphors is quite rarely 

understood by some people, especially among millennial children today. Especially on 

regional pop songs. Therefore, the researcher analyzed the types of metaphors in Batak 

Toba Songs (Mother's Love Theme). 
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